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CHOU EN-LAI INTERVIEW 


On October 26 the Quaker group from England whose visit to China we have already re- 
ported on had a two-hour interview with Chou En-lai. After considerable discussion about 
other matters, the question of relations between New China and the United States was raised, 
and the Quakers pointed out that the release of the American airmen had reduced tension a 
great deal, Mr. Chou agreed and said that after all the American people wanted peace; it 
was only a small minority, which monopolized the organs of opinion, which was hostile. The 
American and Chinese people had always been friendly; only in the last ten years had there 
been estrangement. Once the Chinese people had contacts with them again that friendship 4 
could be restored. Ten years ago, he added, he knew many Americans and counted them as 
his friends. He wondered how they were now; some of them might have changed, but not ail, 
He reiterated that the Chinese would wait patiently for the desired change in international re- 
lations, ‘‘China can wait a hundred years, and perhaps in the lolst year the USA will recog- 
nize her,*’ 


They raised the question of the interchange of news correspondents, and Mr. Chou said 
that that had already been agreed to in principle, and a Reuters correspondent could come to 
Peking even before Chinese correspondents were sent to London, On the question of exchange 
of books and publications, he suggested that they make definite proposals to the China Peace 
Committee or to the Institute of Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. Duncan Wood raised the further question of the bitter tone in the public exhibit on 
American espionage in Chungking, and pointed out that that did not help international rela- 
tions, Mr. Chou promised to look into it, but insisted that the exhibit did not tell anywhere 
near all of America’s hostile acts against China. On the question of European refugees in 
China, he said that those that were stateless would be permitted to leave the country if their 
affairs were in order, 


AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES 


1955 has been a critical year for Communist China over the question of agricultural co- 
operatives, Our readers will remember that the Communst program for agricultural reform is 
scheduled to run in four stages; 1. Liquidation of landlords and the breaking up of land hold- 
ings in the initial so-called Land Reform, 2. Grouping of several neighboring farmers into 
mutual aid teams. 3. The definite pooling of a number of separate land holdings into a pro- 
ducer’s cooperative, 4. Outright socialization. The first five year plan calls for one third of 
all rural households reaching stage 3 by the end of 1957. 


But things were not going too well atthe beginning of 1955. About 580,000 cooperatives, 
averaging about 26 families each, had been organized, but many of them were merely nomi- 
nal in their cooperation, and many Communist leaders felt that in their enthusiasm they had 
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gone ahead too fast. On March 3 the State Council decreed that for the time being no more 
new cooperatives should be formed, and that efforts should be directed at readjusting and 
strengthening existing cooperatives. In July the National Peoples Congress even voted to de- 
crease the number of cooperatives, and as a result of orders received from Peking, 15,000 of 
the improperly organized cooperatives in Chekiang province alone were dissolved. 


It is not clear who was responsible for this ‘‘rightist deviation’’, but it is conjectured that 
Teng Tsu-hui became frightened at the passive resistance his farm program was meeting with 
from the farmers and decided that a strategic retreat was in order, But Mao Tse-tung did not 
agree, On July 31, just after the National People’s Congress had adjourned, he came out with 
a blast at his opponents, **On Questions of Agricultural Cooperation’’, in which he likened 
them to ‘ta woman with bound feet, who complains of other people that they are going too 
fast,’’ and so the controversy is becoming known as Mao Tse-tung versus the Woman with 
Bound Feet, Mao demanded an immediate goal of I , 300,000 cooperatives. 


His blast has had some drastic results, On November 20 Peking announced that | , 240,000 
cooperatives had been organized up to November 10, About 600,000 had been organized in 
the three motnhs and ten days since Mao Tse-tung had sounded off, 


But it has not been easy. .Ling Li-ming, Assistant Secretary of the Kwangtung Provincial 
Committee, in an article in the Southern Daily, Canton, for October 14, admitted that the 
struggle over cooperatives has been even more acute than over the initial Land Reform. The 
plan for Kwangtung requires 70,000 cooperatives before the spring of 1956, a goai which will 
then cover 27% of the population; this is to be increased to 57% by the autumn of 1057; and 
the whole province is to be basically cooperativized by the autumn of 1959. To carry through 
such a task they need tough and well-disciplined cadres, and Mr. Ling is afraid they do not 
have them, He complains that in Kwangtung more than 1 30 of the cadres who had been as- 
signed to organize cooperatives and carry out the **three-fix’’ of grain in the countryside had 
walked off their jobs and gone back to the city, ‘Some even asked to be relieved from their 
revolutionary ranks and be sent back to their native villages, saying that they would rather 
return to their native place and participate in production than go to other villages to organize 
cooperatives,*’ When a government official takes that attitude, it must mean that the work he 
is called upon to do is terribly unpopular, Mr. Ling rebukes the cadres for their cowardice - 
‘**How could such people as these endure such hardships as the 10-year civil war, the 25,000-li 
march, and the ‘white terror’?’*, and then exhorts them to greater fortitude with the following 
words, ‘*‘We Communist Party members are indeed people with the greatest moral courage and 
the noblest disposition of all mankind; we are faithful and unyielding builders of the new so- 
ciety, and valiant and fearless warriors fighting selflessly for the cause of the Party and the 
welfare of the People, shouldering the unprecedentedly herculean mission of realizing Social- 
ism and Communism, Now, at the advent of the crisis of a Socialist revolution, a new his- 
torical mission has been laid before us.*’ 


WU_YI-FANG ON CONSERVATION 


Dr. Wu Yi-fang, formerly President of Ginling College in Nanking, was a member of the 
National People’s Congress which met in its second session last summer. According to Endi- 
cott’s Canadian Far Eastern Newsletter, she gave a radio talk from Peking on August 3, devoted 
chiefly to praising the five-year plan and the Yellow River conservancy program. Concerning 
the latter she says that a special commission set up in 1954 has now with Soviet help completed 
the designing of this project. ‘‘It is a long range program and a plan for the first period up to 
1967. The project consists of a series of dams and reservoirs, bringing the river down by steps. 
Furthermore, scientific but easily carried out measures of water conservation will be initiated 
where land erosion has been going on for ages, When the whole project is completed in forty 
to fifty years, the vast Yellow River region wil! be totally changed. Floods will never come, 

. millions of well-irrigated acres will be added to the cultivated land, plentiful electricity will 
_ be supplied, and navigation of tugboats will be possible from Lanchow in Kansu province clear 
down the coast,’’ 


THE CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN A CHANGING WORLD 
This is the title of a sermon preached in Canterbury Cathedral on June 19, 1955, by Rev. () 
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ames G. Endicott, at the invitation of Dean Hewlett Johnson, the ‘*‘Red Dean’’. It is on the 

hole a moderate statement of the reasons why a Christian should welcome the Communist 
social program, After quoting a Burmese who said, ‘‘The people of the under-developed 
countries are no longer prepared to do without, ** and after reference to the social ideal ex- 
pressed in Bowie's well-known hymn, O Holy City, Seen of John, he goes on to speak of the 
disease, illiteracy and famine that have been China's greatest afflictions in the past. ‘Vast 
and nation-wide welfare schemes have recently been set in motion, which within the foresee- 
able future will eliminate these three evils as effectively as it is possible for human endeavor 
to do. I cannot imagine any missionary who has experienced the awfulness and seeming hope- 
lessness of the conditions of the last thirty years in China, not rejoicing that such changes are 
at last taking place. I believe that is what the spirit of love and of a sound mind would lead 
us to do.** One curious comment in the sermon deserves mention. He says that if the events 
in Exodus were happening today, **Pharaoh would probably be eligible for Marshall aid to con- 
tain both Moses and communism,*’ 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Roman Catholic missionaries in China, as of October 10, consisted of two bishops (Ameri- 
can Ambrose Pinger, in prison in Tsingtao, and American James Walsh in Shanghai), 20 priests 
and 15 sisters, Only three of the twenty priests are out of prison. The 17 in prison include ten 
Americans. None of the sisters in China is an American, and none of them is in prison. 


As an example of the New China News Agency treatment of missionary news, we quote the 
following November 17 despatch from Peking: ‘‘Three American Criminals Released, Judicial 
authorities of the People’s Republic of China have announced the release of an American crim- 
inal, Mrs. Homer V. Bradshaw, who was previously out on bail for medical attention. The 
release in advance of end of sentence of two other American criminals, Marcellus White and 
Justin Garvey, has been announced and their deportation ordered.’* This is quoted from the 
daily bulletin in English which is mimeographed in London, According to the Religious News 
Service, Mrs. Bradshaw (Pres. , USA) had suffered a mental breakdown in her Canton prison, 
and had been released in the custody of the American-born wife of a Chinese Protestant clergy- 
man, The other two Americans mentioned in the despatch are Roman Catholic priests, Pas- 
sionist Fathers, who had spent almost four years in prison in Yuanling and Changsha. The 
charges on which they had been sentenced to imprisonment were; 1. They had recruited mem- 
bers for the Legion of Mary. 2. They had written letters to their religious superiors containing 
economic and political matters, Neither of them signed any confession. 


The Roman Catholic Mission Bulletin for November gives a distressing description of the 
treatment which Bishop Alphonse Ferroni had received in prison in Laohokow. The 63-year 
old Bishop arrived at the Hong Kong border under guard on September 17, after three and a half 
years in prison, during which time he had shrunk from 180 pounds to 70 pounds, He was so 
weak that he had to be carried across the border, Father Robert Guerra (Italian) is still in the 
Laohokow prison, if he is still living after three and a half years of such treatment, 


CHURCH NEWS 


The question of the relationship between church membership in China today and that of 
six years ago, a question which has been referred to several times in the Bulletin recently, re- 
ceives further light from a statement which has come fairly directly from a Lutheran pastor in 
China. According to him, the Lutheran Church in China has 70,000 members. In 1949 its 
reported membership was 65,000. Instead of the 40% decrease which Bishop Robin Chen re- 
ported for the Episcopal Church and which we had tentatively accepted as characteristic of all 
the major Christian denominations, we have here a claimed increase, 


The National Christian Council is still functioning actively in China, Evidently the Three 
Self Patriotic Movement has not taken over all its functions. The Lutheran and the Seventh 
Day Adventist Churches are now a part of the NCC. 


pot pe Mrs. J. H. Sun, National President of the YWCA in China (See July Bulletin), 


“O | Kathleen Lonsdale writes; ‘l met Mrs, Sun in Shanghai at the YWCA National Office, 
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hai Normal University, which provides a four-year course for intending teachers. I also visity 
the Number One Shanghai YMCA on a Sunday afternoon, which is a rather slack time for them 
But even so there seemed quite a bit of activity, notably a young people’s service in the chap- 
el (where they were singing ‘I need Thee every hour"’ - if tunes are to be trusted). The 
chapel was full. I only peeped in at the back door in passing. The President of the YWCA 
told me that they have 25,000 active members and that all their religious activities continue 
as before. They do much relief work, e.g., in connection with the Hankow floods.*’ Miss 
Lonsdale was in China during August and September, 

According to the United Press, the Moscow Radio on December [0 reported on the arrest 
of Roman Catholic Bishop Kung Pin-mei in Shanghai three months earlier, It charged him 
and his *taccomplices’* with being spies and subversive plotters. According to Moscow, they 
were found to possess ‘‘documents testifying to their criminal intention of setting up a widely- 
ramified espionage network and preparing a counter-revolutionary uprising. Also found were 
radio transmitters, secret data on the work of Chinese Government institutions, and documents 
fully establishing their links with Nationalist Chiang Kai-shek’s espionage organizations and 
the intelligence organs of certain foreign powers.** Bishop Kung is 54 years old, and a native 
of Pou-ton near Shanghai. He was ordained priest in 1930 and consecrated bishop in 1949. 


GENERAL NEWS 

Ever since last spring when Hu Feng, the Communist writer, was arrested and condemned 
for rightist tendencies, a steady purge has been going on among the intelligentsia of China, 
The People’s Education Monthly of Peking, in its July number, condemned the following 
people as followers of Hu Feng: Chia Chih-fang, Professor in Futan University, Shanghai; Lu 
Ying, Professor in Shantung University; Or Lung, Professor in Nankai University; Hsieh Tao, 
Professor in the China People's University; Chuang Yung, Professor in the Northeast People’s 
University; Chu Ku-huai, teacher in the No, 5 Middle School in Canton. Similarly the 
Hankow Yangtze Daily of September 5 devoted a long article to a condemnation of Wang Feng, 
a professor in Hua Chung Normal College. He is said to be a follower of Hu Feng and a 
counter-revolutionary, Other evidence indicates that these are only a sampling of the scores 
or hundreds that have suffered in this purge. 

America is not the only place where the 1ooth anniversary of Walt Whitman's Leaves of ~ 
Grass was celebrated. In Peking this celebration was combined with the 350th anniversary QO 
celebration of Cervantes’ Don Quixote, and the two were honored together on November 25. 

Ten British subjects en route from Shanghai to London were interviewed in Singapore on 
November 29 by a New York Times correspondent. Some of them had waited two years for 
their exit visas. They reported that the foreign population of Shanghai now totals about 300 
persons, including 98 Britons, 7 Americans, 35 Portuguese, and 160 White Russians. One 
woman in the group had had a platinum engagement ring. On leaving Shanghai she was al- 
lowed to take the diamond out of the ring, but had to turn over the ring itself, as *‘platinum 
is not allowed to be taken out of the country.’’ Rice was rationed in Shanghai as follows: 
children under 3 - 7 catties amonth; children 3-12 - 15 catties; office workers - 22; light 
laborers - 27; heavy laborers - 35. Notable food shortages in Shanghai the past year have 
been peanuts, soy beans, bean curd and by-products, There are about 5,000 Soviet technical 
advisers who live in their own isolated sector in Shanghai, and this groups reports them as being 
very unpopular with the Chinese masses, One commented, ‘Although the population is sub- 
dued there are definite signs of restlessness, *’ 

About 10,000 Hong Kong and Macao Chinese have visited Canton recently to see an ex- 
hibition there. Evidently the travel restrictions across the border are not too burdensome. 


PRAYER FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN CHINA 


Father of all mercies and God of hope, who hast committed unto Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Saviour, all authority in heaven and on earth, and hast gathered into the one fellowship of 
those who believe in Him a great multitude from all nations and peoples; graciously behold, 
we beseech Thee, Thy Church in China; and grant unto our brothers and sisters there the con- 
tinual power of Thy Holy Spirit, that they may be enlightened in every perplexity, strength- 
ened in every weakness, and enabled at all times to bear a courageous and effective witness, 
trusting in Thy guidance and protection, and proclaiming by word and deed the Gospel of Thy 
love, Whose is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever andever. Amen. 


with some other members of the National Committee. She is professor of history at the vs 
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